__ BERRY PROTESTS AND IS CORRUPTED _
Daphne will show her how I like my bath, and if I
should cry in the night - "
" Any ministrations/' said I, " will have to be made
by day. If Woking is crooked, our only chance is
to make, the most of the night. Without our cloaks
of darkness, he'd see us before we saw him/'
My brother-in-law frowned. Then he took up the
letters and read them again,
" Of course," he said, " this is Jonah all over.
' Reason suggests investigation '. Possibly it does.
Reason suggests that I should put half a million on
the winner of The Stewards* Cup, Then why don't
I do it ? Because in the first place I haven't got half
a million, and in the second I haven't the faintest
idea what's going to win. How the devil can you
investigate the manners and customs of a man you've
never set eyes on without being heard or seen ? "
" It's been done before," said I.
•" In the Boy's Own Paper," said R*ry, " it's done
about once a week. But this is that tonic called life.
If Woking was blind and deaf and wore a bandeau —
Oh, and what price Maimi^ ? "
" That/' said I, " is what we've got to find out."
Berry expired.
" Assume," he said, " that two snakes are lying
asleep — impulsive, poisonous reptiles that have no
use for man. Assume that for some good reason you
wish to inspect the bellies on which they go." He
shrugged his shoulders. "Well, of course, you can
turn them over with the toe of your boot."
" I'm not half-baked," said I. " If we can't sight
our friends from a distance, that's where we go
" ' Sight than ? '   Did you ever hear of the pigeon
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